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One day, the young Ryoma accidently angered a young man from a high-
level family. This nearly cost him his life, but instead his mother laid her own
life on the line to prevent the samurai from killing him. Although Ryoma
escaped unharmed, the incident resulted in his mother’s health deteriorating
even further, and it was not long before she breathed her last. Her final words
became engraved on Ryoma’s heart, and from that day on he resolved to live
by them.

As the years went by, Ryoma spent much time perfecting his swordsman-
ship and he grew into a fine young samurai. Kao Hirai, who had been
attracted to Ryoma since their childhood days together, also grew into a
beautiful woman, but she was unable
to tell Ryoma her true feelings for him.
Ryoma also had dealings with several
other samurai, and one of these was
Hanpeita Takechi, who became the
leader of the low-ranked samurai. Yataro
Iwasaki, on the other hand, immersed
himself in his studies while continuing
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Until one day, when Yataro, out of despair for having lost his mentor,
got himself into trouble by crashing into a higher-ranked samurai. Ryoma
immediately rushed to intervene, but showed no inclination to draw his
sword. The image that floated into Ryoma’s mind at this point was his mother
valiantly throwing herself between him and his own attacker.
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Having arrived in Edo, Ryoma joined
the Chiba Dojo, a fencing school famous
for teaching the Hokushin Itto-ryu style
of fencing. He was shown around the
dojo by Sadakichi Chiba’s son, Jutaro,
where he came across female fencer g o s im @maLED) 2. &
Sana, who challenged him to a practice HeHa->T. ALFDEDHTLL,
duel. As the duel began, Sana rushed Ryoma with a level of skill that prevented
him from returning the attack, and knocked him off his feet. Amazed at the skill
of Edo swordsmanship and at the fact that Sana was the pride of the Chiba Dojo
and went under the name of Onikomachi, or Beautiful Devil, Ryoma came to
the conclusion that swordsmanship had given him something to live for.

Meanwhile, in Tosa, Hanpeita was busy recruiting students for his own
dojo, and, not to be outdone, Yataro had started up his own school of academic
studies, which Kao had decided to join.

Dedicating all of his time to sword practice at the Chiba Dojo, Ryoma was
turning into a fine swordsman. Egged on by her father, Sana challenged him
once more to a duel, but Ryoma refused to fight her. Before she knew what was
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